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WELCOME & MONTH’S REVIEW

Hi All

It's your new County Chairman signing on for
the YFC year 2009/2010 and what a year of fu
and excitement it will hopefully be!!

Some of you may know me but here is a quick|
intro. My YFC days started at the age of 13 at

Meopham School Young Farmers Club. This i$

where | learnt what a fantastic organization
Young Farmers is. | come from an arable

farming background but have worked on a Mix
Livestock farm through my years at uni and ha
enjoyed showing Beef and Sheep at the Kent

County Show! Although my primary occupation

is IT, I still find time for Farming/Horticulture
after work and at weekends. Anyway that is
enough about me and lets get down to busines

First of all I would like to say a huge thank you
to STUART JAKEMAN your outgoing County

Chairman. He really did do a cracking job last
year. Special thanks to him for helping to bring
back the Kent Show Bash and assisting memb
in getting to National Comps!!

There seems to be such a good vibe about Ke

Young Farmers at the moment and long may it

continue! The sub-committees have worked ha
together already to put on a fine calendar of
events including sports comps and social even
all of which will be advertised by our Marketing
and Publicty team. | am sure we all are looking
forward to Kent Show 2010...

We had a fantastic social event to start the ne
year on Friday, Ice Skating, Good to see lots @
School and Open clubs!!

Well done to all who attended Ashford Cattle
Show on Monday and | hope the M20 incident
did not cause you too much trouble. It would b
fab to see a show report in next months cobblé¢
Please email reports to Jo your County
Secretary.
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We look forward to the speaking and dancing
comps soon. Keep a eye open for key dates.

Don't forget the organisation is member led, sd
please ensure your reps come along to meetin
and | look forward to attending the
Teacher/Leaders meeting in the New Year anc
talking to School Club members!

| want to try and visit as many clubs as possible

so please invite me to any events and feel free
contact me at anytime via
michaelsims15@btopenworld.cam07940
764705

Christmas is not long away so | hope you all
have a jolly time. The next time | write this
column | hope to still have all my bones intact!

60 odd of us are off to YFC SKI which is a new
event which has been organised by a group of
YFC members across the UK. | feel interesting

and fun times are ahead
Signing Off

Michael Sims
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WELCOME ~ to all “New Officers” at Club &

County level, as a new YFC season kicks

off.

Good to see such a high turn out at our first
County Exec meeting; a very promising start.

PLEASE bear in mind that the first meeting
season had a LOT to get through, hence a |
meeting/agenda; So don't let this put you
coming again!..
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| have also been organising events such as
recent Small Animals Training Day, kind
hosted by New Line Learning (Oldborou
Manor) YFC.Many thanks to Loraine, Mike &
all the members together with our Trainers, |
Kelly, Verity & Alan, who made this evern
possible and for members of other clubs W
came along- the feedback has been very posit
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HAVE AN ENJOYABLE “FESTIVE" SEASON
see many of you soon. As always, you know
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to contact me if | can help you with YFC matte
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COUNTY DIARY & EVENTS ...

January

18" County Meeting 8pm Royal Oak, Charing
22" Comps (Dancing) Evening

25" Club Leaders Meeting 6.30pm

The new YFC year has meant that Mr. Ollie
Wilson (Ashford) has taken over from Holly as
Sports and Comps co-chair.

The first event, public speaking comps, was dt
to be held on Fri4A December but has been
postponed to a later date in early February (fin
date to be arranged). However if your club wol
like to enter any of the competitions please let
know ASAP. Competitions were: junior
reading, junior public speaking, intermediate
brainstrust, senior debating. As well as junior
member of the year and senior ambassador.

The next event in the calendar is the dancing
comps in January. The evening is meant to be
light hearted, fun, sociable event, we aim to hg
a group of folk dancers at the evening to “cras
course” clubs.

As mentioned at the last subs we are trying to
a drama group (panto) together. For those wh

are interested in this the dancing evening will
provide an opportunity to discuss ideas.

RomyJackson@hotmail.co@v746325070
Ollie Wilson 07707887148
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SOCIAL EVENTS

6" March 2010
County Ball

Ramada Hotel, Maidstone
7.00 for 7.30 sit down

19" March 2010

Speed dating Evening!!
Charing Village Hall, Charing
7.30 for 8.00 start with disco and bar

15" May 2010
Scavenger Hunt

Royal Oak Charing, Charing
7.30 for 8.00 start




39 July 2010
Junior Ball
Astor Pavillion, Detling

16" July 2010

Kent Show Bash
Maidstone Market, Detling
8.30 till late

MARKETING & PUBLICITY.....

The Kent Cobs have finally arrived! These w
be distributed at subs meetings and sent out
schools.

The Kent YFC website is going to be overhau
this year to bring it up to date. We are hoping
improve it for current members with more infg
about upcoming event and also potential ne
members who are looking to find out more abg
Young Farmer’s Clubs in Kent.

In the meantime keep checking the website
www.kentyfc.co.uk and log in to Facebook fo
news and upcoming events.

The Food for Life Partnership is recruiting

Flagship Schools and Communities in Kent. There
are currently 13 Flagship Schools in the South East
region and we would like to have 20 Flagship Schools
in the region by 2011. Flagship Schools will be
recruited based on their commitment and enthusiasm
to improve food culture in the school and in the wider
community. Flagship Schools must be willing to take
the fast track towards our Gold Mark award and share
their learning with other schools and
communities.We're looking for a wide range of
schools and it is not necessary to have met all the
criteria to be considered as a potential Flagship
School. We consider commitment, enthusiasm and a
keen caterer as vital ingredients!

I have emailed those Kent Farming schools enrolled
with FFLP to ask if they are interested in applying to
become a Flagship School - one is Homewood the
other Brockhill, | have sent them both application

forms - but | hope you will be able to put the word out
to the other school farming clubs and let me know if
there are other schools you may feel might excel in
being a Flagship School. It is very helpful to us to
hear from people working in the local area with
knowledge of the schools. If there are any other
schools you would like to suggest, please encourage
them to enrol with FFLP on our website
(www.foodforlife.org.uk) as soon as possible, or ask
them to contact me directly.

A bit about the Food for Life Partnership
The Food for Life Partnership is a network of schools
and communities across England committed to

transforming food culture. Led by the Soil Association,
the Food for Life Partnership brings together the
practical expertise of the Focus on Food Campaign,
Garden Organic and the Health Education Trust.We
want to transform school and community food culture
across England, by harnessing the ideas and initiative
of young people and community leaders. We aim to
reach out through schools to give communities
access to seasonal, local and organic food, and to the
skills they need to cook and grow fresh food for
themselves. We'd like this generation to explore how
their food choices impact on their health and that of
the planet, and to rediscover the pleasure of taking
time to enjoy real food.

Please could you let me know if there are any other
local teams who you feel should be kept informed of
FFLP work in Kent, and | will get in touch.

Best wishes
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INTERESTED IN A CAREER
IN FARMING?

PROGRAMME (DRAFT) 2010

1. Welcome to Agriculture
Introduction to agriculture, the programme and the careers available

2. The Sky is the limit
Career paths, opportunities and training

3. Practical Session 1: Sheep
Sheep handling and nutrition, lambing, stock task and management

4, Practical Session 2: Dairy and Beef
Milking, cattle handling, nutrition, systems and pasture management.

5. It's not all about owning a farm
Other career options in agriculture

6. Practical Session 3: Fruit
Fruit management, establishment, marketing and storage

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

DOUGLAS JACKSON DOUGLASEZLAURENCEGOULD.COM OR
01444 232 822 | 07500 BB5831 /
ULD
|
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www_careerinfarming.co.uk
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